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The oceans are a common good. With a 
presence on all oceans, France watches over this 
fragile environment, contributing to  
the protection of marine ecosystems as well 
as to maritime safety and security. As a driving 
force within the IMO, alongside the other 
Member States, France defends the sustainable 
maritime transport economy, which is at the 
heart of the projects carried out by the IMO. 
Committed to research and innovation, it is also 
involved in the development of a blue economy.

Governance is a key element for the protection 
of maritime and coastal areas, ecological 
transition of ports and ships, training of 
seafarers and modernisation of maritime 
administration. In order to achieve these 
objectives, France has set up a ministry fully 
dedicated to the sea and which is committed 
to ensuring the future of the maritime sector, 
reconciling the various uses of the sea  
and developing sustainable exploitation  
of its resources.

France pays particular attention to the liability 
standards and rules that emanate from the 
conventions and codes that apply to the 
maritime activity worldwide.

To this end, France has a rich and diversified 
expertise which it makes available to  
the Organisation.
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A STRONG COMMITMENT  
TO THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

France manages a total exclusive economic zone of just over 
10 million km². It has a leading position in terms of marine 
mammals’ biodiversity as a result of the extent and of the climatic 
and ecological diversity of the habitats included in the areas 
under national jurisdiction bordering metropolitan and overseas 
territories. Approximately half of the world’s biodiversity of marine 
mammals is present in these habitats.

France has a strong and pragmatic maritime environmental 
ambition; it takes an active part in international discussions  
in favour of the ecological protection of marine environments  
in particular through:

 – its commitment and concrete proposals within the Organisation 
for the reduction of greenhouse gases,

 – an approach to strengthen the protection of the marine 
environment in the Mediterranean (ECA-Mediterranean project),

 – the conservation, protection, and restoration of marine and 
coastal ecosystems, in particular through the creation of marine 
protected areas (around 22% of waters under jurisdiction),

 – a strategy for the protection of marine mammals, in particular  
by combating collisions with cetaceans and underwater noise,

 – the implementation of a plan to fight against plastic pollution 
which seriously affects the oceans,

 – the development of green technologies and renewable energies, 
and the rational management of resources.
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A STRONG COMMITMENT  
TO THE SAFETY AND SECURITY 
OF INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
TRANSPORT

As a coastal State (20,000 km of coastline) on several oceans 
(Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, English Channel, 
North Sea, Mediterranean Sea), France plays an active role in 
the safety of maritime transport and in the protection of an 
exceptional natural environment. Responsible for search & rescue 
regions (SAR zones) covering nearly 24 million km², responsible for 
the dissemination of Maritime Safety Information (MSI), coordinator 
of the dissemination of MSI in the Eastern Atlantic, responsible  
for marine cartography in the waters under its jurisdiction and 
in that of some ten other coastal States in the Atlantic, the 
Mediterranean and in the Indian Ocean, member of the Council  
of the International Hydrographic Organization, member of 8 out  
of 16 regional hydrographic commissions, it constantly monitors  
the safety of international maritime transport.

In 2019, in waters under French jurisdiction, 192,992 commercial 
ships were monitored by the regional operational surveillance and 
rescue centres (CROSS). 638 damage situations were followed up. 

France initiated the first Memorandum of Understanding (Paris 
MoU), which led to better harmonisation of the control of foreign 
ships in ports. It is also part of the Indian Ocean MoU and  
the Caribbean MoU. 

France will be home to the future International Organization  
for Marine Aids to Navigation in 2021, whose work is recognised  
in the field of navigation safety.

Finally, France is actively involved in several international 
operations to combat piracy and illicit trafficking at sea.
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FRANCE, A DIVERSIFIED  
MARITIME ECONOMY

 ▶ The French pavilion is internationally recognised  
as one of the safest in the world. Indeed, in 2019  
and for many years now, it has been on the white lists 
of the Paris and Tokyo Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoU) classifications.

Once again this year, the RIF (Registre international français),  
the French International Register for the registration of commercial 
vessels, has been awarded the QUALSHIP 21st century label by  
the US Coast Guard.

In 2019, the French flag was distinguished by the ICS (International 
Chamber of Shipping) on the criteria of environmental quality,  
ship safety and the level of social legislation.

In terms of tonnage, on 1 January 2020, the French fleet ranked 
28th worldwide by flag and 23rd for its controlled fleet. Present 
 in all the traditional maritime transport trades, French shipowners 
operate nearly 900 vessels of more than 100 UMS, including more 
than 400 under the French flag. 

 ▶ 312 million tonnes of goods were handled in 2019 in 
French ports which represent 87% of the total volume 
of goods registered in France. Approximately 32 million 
passengers transit through French ports each year.

France is the 5th largest European port power.

Ports develop and implement a long-term vision for the sustainable 
development of the port areas and commit themselves to 
exemplary approaches in terms of environmental protection. 
French ports are also committed to the energy transition by 
developing the distribution of alternative fuels and the electrical 
connection for ships at berth.
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 ▶ French shipbuilding ranks 6th in the world  
and 2nd in Europe.

French shipyards have specialised in the construction of the most 
complex units with high added value such as cruise ships. 

The French maritime industry sector, which includes the naval 
industry, renewable marine energies, nautical industries and 
services, as well as offshore, employs 116,600 people for a turnover 
of 29.8 billion euros, 60% of which is exported.

More broadly, the maritime economy represents 354,000 direct jobs 
for €91 billion of production value.

 ▶ France ensures that its fishing vessels (7,370 vessels) 
is fishing sustainably and that its oyster and shellfish 
production sector benefits from quality water.

French fishing ranks 3rd in Europe with 11% of the total volume 
fished.

Finally, the yachting sector is an important sector of activity with 
nearly 11 million people practising water sports and this sector 
represents an annual turnover of nearly 5 billion euros.
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FRANCE, RECOGNIZED  
EXPERTISE AND SERVICES

France is adapting its maritime education system to technological 
developments, new regulatory requirements and a constantly 
changing labour market. 

France offers diversified training. Women hold more than one  
in five jobs in the French maritime sector and one in ten seafarers 
on board is a woman. French maritime education promotes 
women’s access to professions in the sector.

France has a system of quality training in all maritime disciplines, 
which enables it to maintain and develop an efficient ecosystem  
of services for the development of the sector.

 – French Banks are attractive and ranked among the leaders  
in the shipping finance market,

 – French shipping brokers are among the most renowned  
and oldest in the world,

 – Maritime companies stand out on the international market.

 – Bureau Veritas, a classification society, is ranked 2nd in the world 
in terms of the number of classified vessels.

 – Around 6,800 researchers, engineers, doctoral and post-doctoral 
students work in the field of marine science and technology,  
in nearly 270 research units.
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FRANCE, AT THE FOREFRONT  
OF MARITIME INNOVATION

France is at the forefront of reflection and innovation especially  
to meet digital and environmental challenges. The following are just 
a few examples of projects developed by France:

 – First electric ship powered by renewable energies and hydrogen 
(« Energy Observer »),

 – A unique ship that transforms non-recyclable plastic waste into 
the energy needed to operate its on-board equipment thanks  
to an on-board pyrolysis unit (« Plastic Odyssey »),

 – The choice of sailing propulsion based on the use of 
inexhaustible energy and proven technology (ro-ro ship  
«le Canopée»), 

 – The use of LNG as fuel for the 23,000 TEU container ship «CMA 
CGM Jacques Saadé», the first of a set of nine ships registered in 
the French International Register (RIF). LNG reduces greenhouse 
gases and improves air quality by significantly reducing pollutant 
emissions compared to other fossil fuels such as fuel oil or diesel,

 – Issuance of the first navigation permit for the first remotely 
operated vessel 800 km away, the «VN Rebel», by SEAOWL,  
a French maritime and offshore services company,

 – Introduction of a new high-speed digital transmission system, 
the NAVDAT, operating on MF and HF radio waves, and capable 
of providing a greater volume of maritime safety and security 
information at a faster pace than the current NAVTEX system, 
including graphic data.
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FRANCE, ACTIVE IMO MEMBER 
SINCE ITS FOUNDING

France has long been active in the development of international 
standards for the safety and security of maritime transport and  
the prevention of marine pollution from ships. It thus participated 
in the negotiation of the first version of the SOLAS Convention. 

It has a Permanent Representation, based in London, dedicated 
to the IMO, IMSO and the IOPC Funds. Its extensive network 
of experts enables it to participate actively in all sessions of 
committees and subcommittees, but also in almost all working 
groups (on site or by correspondence). 

France has ratified almost all IMO instruments, including the most 
recent ones, such as the Hong Kong Convention for the recycling  
of ships. In 2018, it ratified the Cape Town Agreement on the Safety 
of Fishing Vessels and the 2005 SUA Convention and Protocol, and 
in 2019 the STCW-F Convention. It is currently preparing  
the ratification procedure for the HNS Convention.

As the 21st largest contributor to the Organisation’s budget, France 
makes voluntary financial contributions each year, for example  
for ballast water management or the multi-donor fund for technical 
cooperation on greenhouse gases.
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Directorate for United Nations, International Organizations, 
Human Rights and Francophonie

Economic and budgetary division
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